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Edmonton’s Fidelity Trust Tower 1981-83  
The Building That Peter Pocklington Never Built 

By David Murray, Architect AAA 
 
 

 
The proposed Fidelity Trust Tower 

 
Model Maker: Michael Mo6                    Photographer: James Dow 
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1981 
 

In 1981, I started working as a project architect (I had become a registered 
architect in 1979) in the office of Clark James Coupland Architects. They had 
recently opened an Edmonton branch of their Calgary office. Our office was in the 
Sun Life Tower in downtown Edmonton and Peter Pocklington’s office suite was in 
the top of the tower.  
 

 
Wikipedia February 2026 
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Peter Pocklington was an Alberta entrepreneur at the Mme and owner of the 
Edmonton Oilers NHL hockey team, 1976-1998. A subsidiary firm within his empire 
was Patrician Land Corpora@on, his development arm. 
 
The early 1980s was the height of Alberta’s oil resource boom. Peter Pockington, 
through the Patrician Land CorporaMon, had purchased several properMes 
strategically located on prime commercial land located on Jasper Avenue, adjacent 
to the AGT McCauley Plaza project that had been previously developed in the early 
1970s by Edmonton’s Oxford Developments, now Oxford ProperMes Group. The 
proposed building on this property would be the headquarters for Pocklington’s 
Fidelity Trust Co. The site included the historic Union Bank. This tower would be 
the tallest in Edmonton.  

 
 
Wikipedia reports that: “Fidelity Trustco was an Edmonton-based trust company 
owned by entrepreneur Peter Pocklington in the early 1980s, which was involved 
in takeover negotiations around 1983. It was formerly recognized as Canada's 12th 
largest trust company. The Alberta Fidelity Trust Company was established earlier, 
in 1912. “ 
 

 
1981 – Edmonton Downtown                       Photo: Ranson Photographers Ltd. 81.102 
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The Historic Union Bank 
 
 
Heritage Value 
 
The Union Bank Building is significant for the role it played in the banking and 
investment history of Edmonton for over 69 years. As the only remaining bank 
building of seven built before World War One, it demonstrates the presence of 
eastern Canadian banks on Jasper Avenue at that Mme. Its construcMon in 1910 
reflected the expanding needs of the Union Bank's Edmonton branch, during the 
period of Edmonton's economic boom. The Union Bank Building has shown a 
remarkable conMnuity of ownership and occupancy by financial insMtuMons. 
Purchased in 1928 by Winnipeg's James Richardson and Sons Ltd., it served as an 
Edmonton base for their grain trading and stock broking business and was then 
occupied from 1969 by the North-West Trust Company, which owned the building 
from 1979 to 1982. The Union Bank Building is significant as the locaMon of a 
variety of businesses that occupied offices in the building over several decades. 
 
The Union Bank Building demonstrates the sophisMcated vision of its architect, the 
BriMsh-trained Roland Lines (1876 to 1916) who designed several other disMncMve 
Edmonton buildings, including the Alex Taylor School (1908), Strathcona Collegiate 
InsMtute (1909), and the nearby Canadian Permanent Building (1910) on Jasper 
Avenue. The Union Bank Building is significant for its solid imposing street facade 
with classical elements inspired by the Italian Renaissance, most notably, the 
rusMcated ground floor, giant order pilasters and open-bed pediments with 
oversize keystones above the second-floor windows. The central entrance 
represented an innovaMon in funcMonal design at the Mme, whereby the bank 
entrance also served upstairs offices and third floor living quarters for bank 
employees.              
 
 Canada’s Historic Places, Alberta Historic Resource Management 
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The Union Bank circa 1990s            Photos: James Dow 

 
The Union Bank was not a protected historic resource in 1981. Its significance was 
eventually publicly recognized as a Municipal Historic Resource in 1996. But we 
recognized its historical significance at the Mme when we began the design of the 
tower. I had become a board member of the Old Strathcona FoundaMon in 1980, 
when my career in historic conservaMon appreciaMon began. We decided that we 
must respeccully incorporate the Edwardian style Union Bank façade into the new 
project.    
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Edmonton Journal December 1, 1981 
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The Fidelity Building Responds Well to the Downtown Plan 
 
 

 
Edmonton Journal December 28, 1982 
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The Enhancement of Jasper Avenue 
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The Plaza 
 

 
 

The model-maker depicted Peter Pocklington and Wayne Gretsky having an 
indoor lunch adjacent to the plaza.   

 

 
 

 
Chatham-Kent News Network 
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A Roof-top Terrace 
 

Peter Pocklington’s offices in the Sun Life Tower had a penthouse gym. We 
proposed that the Fidelity Tower would also have a gym on its top floor with a 
terrace overlooking the North Saskatchewan River valley.   
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The Consultant Team 
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The Fidelity Tower Postscript 
 
The partners of Clark James Coupland arranged a meeMng with Peter Pocklington 
and Patrician Land CorporaMon to present the design and the model. The meeMng 
was held in Pocklington’s Sun Life conference and dining room on the top floor. We 
were surrounded by the Peter’s collecMon of Emily Carr painMngs. Tony James, 
Murray Wilson and I were the presenters. In preparaMon for the meeMng, we were 
told that Peter’s aeenMon span to our presentaMon might be about 15 minutes. 
We were expected to explain the project very quickly, but that was unrealisMc. Our 
presentaMon lasted for over an hour. Peter remained acMvely interested and when 
the presentaMon ended, he seemed to contemplate for some Mme. Finally, he 
simply said… “Go for it!”.    
 
Now the hard work began. Unfortunately, our client Patrician Land CorporaMon, 
aher a thorough examinaMon of the design, decided that the office floor plans 
needed corner windows. Our design had granite-clad solid building edges. At that 
point, we were forced into a collaboraMon with Skidmore Owings and Merrill 
Architects from the SOM Denver office. I traveled with partner Murray Wilson to 
visit the SOM Denver office to see how they wanted to redesign the building. The 
results were very discouraging as the design essence of the building, its ‘solidity’, 
was being eroded by corner windows. 
 
 

The Fall of the Alberta Economy 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Edmonton Journal, February 4, 1983 
 

“The quesLon about OPEC's crisis is not whether world oil prices will fall, but 
whether that drop will be a wild plunge into an abyss, or a slow and orderly de-
cline. OPEC's recent failure to set individual producLon quotas for its 13 members 
has already caused the price to tumble well below the cartel's $34 (U.S.) a barrel 
benchmark. No one can predict with any convicLon how by much, and how fast, 
the price will decline further. However, all the signs indicate that there is 
downward pressure.” 
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Edmonton Journal, July 31, 1983 
 

“Alberta, once the economic Charles Atlas of Canada, has taken a mighty fall, and 
for the first Lme since the boom began in 1973, it is losing residents. Two years 
ago people were sLll flocking to Alberta at the rate of more than 45,000 a year and 
Calgary boasted of being the fastest-growing city on the conLnent…Almost no one 
dreams of Alberta ever regaining the hell-bent-for-leather boisterousness it 
enjoyed unLl only two years ago. "We will not get back to 1981 levels, and it is 
probably undesirable to do so”, says provincial treasurer Lou Hyndman, who 
acknowledges that the pre-recession Alberta economy was over-heaLng. 
University of Alberta economist Michael Percy agrees: "That was a one-shot 
event." 
 
Back in February, the Conference Board predicted Alberta's economy would grow 
this year by 2.6 per cent, leading all other provinces. Only three months later, in 
May, reflecLng the woes of Alberta's faltering oil industry, it came out with a 
revised, gloomy forecast, startling Albertans by announcing that instead of leading 
the economic recovery, their province had fallen to last place (except, possibly, for 
Prince Edward Island).” 
    
By the end of 1983, it was clear that the ambi@ous Fidelity Tower project would 
be cancelled. On March 14, 1984, it was announced that Patrician Land 
CorporaMon was sent into receivership. Pocklington’s Fidelity Trust CorporaMon 
disconMnued operaMons in September 1987. Peter Pocklington’s Empire was 
unravelling. 

 
 

 
Edmonton Journal, March 14, 1984 
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Clark James Coupland Architects 
 
The collapse of the Alberta economy and an impending world-wide recession 
owing to falling oil prices meant that CJC was forced to close their offices by 1984. 
I was the last non-partner architect in the Edmonton office and leh the firm at the 
end of 1983 to pursue an independent architectural career starMng on January 1, 
1984. To their credit, Clark James Coupland never declared bankruptcy owning to 
the decline of the economy. The partners honorably dispersed and carried on in 
new pracMces.    

 

 
 

 
 


