
Visiting le Corbusier’s 1929 Villa Savoye, Poissy, Paris
A modern paradox and a lasting legacy0 

An exploration of the world-wide design influence of the 1929 Villa Savoye
By David Murray, Architect AAA 



Le Corbusier in Paris – 1925 Maison La Roche
This residence pre-dates the Villa Savoye but illustrates Corbusier’s design principles. 

The use of reinforced concrete allowed
for a choice of material for the façade, 
pilotis, extensive windows and a terrace
garden in the roof.



In 1914, Le Corbusier published his design for Maison Dom-ino, 
a slab-and-column frame intended to redefine domestic architecture 
by embracing the versatile and affordable new technology of 
reinforced concrete in the service of modernism.

It absolves the vertical planes of the building from their customary 
load-bearing duties, effectively relinquishing control of the building’s 
exterior envelope, making any number of aesthetic solutions 
and languages viable.

Inspired in part by the vernacular Ottoman architecture Le Corbusier
observed during his travels in Turkey in 1911, Maison Dom-ino could 
be read as a manifesto for openness in architecture, which was a 
hypothetical proposal for a new relationship between the hand of the
architect and the individuality of the occupant.

Le Corbusier and the Modern Movement



To get there just take the RER A from 
Paris, specifically take it from Chatelet 
metro station, since that is a big hub in 
the center of Paris. Look for the signs 
RER. Take it in the direction of 
Poissy - Les Mureaux. Get off at stop 
"Houilles Carrières-sur-Seine". From the 
train station, you have to walk about 
10 - 15 min to Villa Savoye. 

Located on17 wooded acres adjacent to the Foret domaniale de Saint-Germain0



Upon arrival, the villa seemed austere. It was hard to imagine it as a residence 



The restored Villa is a site of architectural pilgrimage

Le Corbusier’s use of colour

Le Corbusier incorporated colour into his design as
he saw it as part of the spatial construction process.

Pale colours bring warmth and light, while stronger hues
enhance or conceal. The dark green camouflages the 
ground floor to integrate it with the surrounding meadow.





In the late summer of 1928, Pierre and Eugénie Savoye decided to build a cottage 
on their land in Poissy to spend weekends with their son and to entertain their friends.
They chose an avant-garde architect of some renown, whose work they had discovered 
with the Villa Church in Ville-d'Avray: Charles-Edouard Jeanneret was known as Le Corbusier.

The house was commissioned in a letter signed by 
Eugénie Savoye. It sets out a number of technical requirements:
• hot water
• electricity
• gas
• central heating
• details of room layout
• lighting ambiances
• floor coverings

He was assisted in this task by his cousin Pierre Jeanneret.







“The exclusion of downpipes and sills which would have 
disturbed the aesthetic but made the white surfaces more 
susceptible to staining and erosion from overflowing rainwater.”
Wikipedia

Building Science?
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1963: Architect Jean Debuisson began the first restoration,
Though it is reported that Le Corbusier himself opposed it.

1965: The Villa was listed as a historical monument, the first
modernist building to receive this designation.

1989-1997: A comprehensive state-funded restoration was 
completed, addressing the structural and surface deterioration
of the concrete. 



Why do you need 
a roof garden when 
you are in the middle 
of a pristine forest?  

Close to the ground

Modern Movement influences
with a roof garden in the city

David and Christl’s country cabin

Urban living at the Bergstrom Block


